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• The threat of radicalization and terrorism is one of the 
most pressing issues that faces the world today.
• The threat posed by foreign fighters traveling abroad to 
support the Islamic State (IS) and the continued threat 
to the United States posed by homegrown Islamic 
extremists supporting IS are a significant vulnerability to 
national security. 
• The conflict in Syria and Iraq has attracted Western-
based extremists who want to engage in violence. 
Estimates indicate that over 150 Americans have 
traveled or attempted to travel to Syria to join ISIS. 
While this number is small in comparison to the number 
of European ISIS recruits, recruitment within the U.S. 
remains a security concern that must be mitigated. 
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Results
• Initial research identifies various clusters of citizens across the 
U.S. that support ISIS.  One Minneapolis group of two dozen 
men with Somali roots was caught while attempting to flee to 
Syria to join ISIS. To model the terrorist network in Minnesota, 
datasets were collected, coded, and are depicted in the 
diagram below.
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Research design
• Research methodology includes historical 
analysis, Social Network Analysis (SNA), statistical 
modeling and a game-theoretic model. 
• Main hypotheses
‒ An upsurge in the number of attacks in the U.S. will raise 
the percentage of American fatalities and injuries. This is an 
indicator of ISIS increasing recruitment.
‒ An increase in the percentage of states where individuals 
are arrested for supporting ISIS and Islamic radicalization 
will increase the number of homegrown ISIS terrorists in the 
U.S. This is an indicator that an increased number of 
Americans are supporting terrorism.
‒ An increase in the percentage of the Muslim population will 
increase the number of susceptible individuals to ISIS 
propaganda and therefore increase arrests and potential 
incidents. 
‒ The percentage of homegrown terrorist related offenses 
supporting ISIS and related arrests are correlated, indicating 
an upward trajectory in the future.
• Data sources used: 
‒ GW Program on Extremism ISIS in America
‒ New America International Security Program Terrorism in 
America After 9/11
• U.S. government officials need to consider more effective 
approaches to combat domestic terrorism with a policy that 
balances security related counter measures.
• Further research to increased information sharing, efforts to 
combat radicalization, and exchanges regarding community 
outreach programs and policing strategies.
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